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Executive Summary
This report and its appendix set out the annual report of Tower Hamlets 
Safeguarding Children Board, which is a statutory requirement under Children Act 
2004 and Working Together to Safeguarding Children Guidance 2015.  It sets out 
the Board’s view of the quality and effectiveness of safeguarding in Tower Hamlets, 
progress it has made in the last year, and its priorities for the years ahead.  

Recommendations:

The Mayor in Cabinet is recommended to: 

1. Note the report from the Local Safeguarding Children Board

1. REASONS FOR THE DECISIONS

1.1  The Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB) The LSCB is required to 
publish an annual report on the effectiveness of child safeguarding 
arrangements and promoting the welfare of children in its locality and ensure 
the annual report is available within the professional and public domain. The 
LSCB annual report, which fulfils this responsibility, is appended to this 
briefing paper.  

2. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

2.1 There are no alternative options, as it is a statutory requirement for this report 
to be reported to the Mayor.  



3. DETAILS OF REPORT

3.1 The LSCB annual report sets out the context for safeguarding children in 
Tower Hamlets gives an overview of the progress of against its priorities and 
board objectives, and an assessment of the quality of safeguarding activity in 
the local area.  

3.2 The report highlights a number of issues and challenges for the LSCB and 
forms the priorities going forward:

 Priority 1 – Improving knowledge, practice and multi-agency response to 
children and young people at risk of radicalisation and extremism

 Priority 2 – Ensuring there is an effective arrangement and intelligence 
sharing in place for victims and perpetrators of Child Sexual Exploitation, 
Missing Children and those at risk of serious youth violence

 Priority 3 – Understand how well Children with Disabilities are 
safeguarded from abuse and harm 

 Priority 4 – Learning, Performance and Quality Assurance using the 
LSCB learning and improvement framework will inform our future plans 
and priorities 

 Priority 5 – Communication and Engagement will seek the views of 
professionals, parent/carers and children and young people to support 
the work of the LSCB and ensure they are, in turn, informed of the 
safeguarding issues in the borough

 Priority 6 – Respond to emerging Safeguarding areas arising from 
national development or through local learning.

3.3  The LSCB overarching Business Plan will be completed during the autumn 
to cover period up to March 2017.  The Business Plan will pick up the issues 
identified in the Annual Report and how these will be addressed.  Annual 
reports will in future years evaluate progress against the business plan and 
priority areas.

4. COMMENTS OF THE CHIEF FINANCE OFFICER

4.1 There are no direct financial implications as a result of the recommendations 
in this report.

5. LEGAL COMMENTS 

5.1 The Council’s functions in relation to children include an obligation under 
section 11 of the Children Act 2004 to make arrangements to ensure that its 
functions are discharged having regard to the need to safeguard and 
promote the welfare of children.  



5.2 The Council has established the LSCB in accordance with its obligation 
under section 13 of the Children Act 2004.  The LSCB carries out the 
following functions as prescribed in the Local Safeguarding Children Boards 
Regulations 2006 –

(a) developing policies and procedures for safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children in Tower Hamlets;

(b) communicating to persons and bodies in Tower Hamlets the need to 
safeguard and promote the welfare of children, raising their awareness 
of how this can best be done, and encouraging them to do so;

(c) monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of what is done by the 
authority and their Board partners individually and collectively to 
safeguard and promote the welfare of children, and advising them on 
ways to improve;

(d) participating in the planning of services for children in the area of the 
authority; and

(e) undertaking reviews of serious cases and advising the authority and their 
Board partners on lessons to be learned.

5.3 Section 14A of the Children Act 2004 requires the LSCB Chair to 
publish an annual report on the effectiveness of child safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children in the local area. The statutory guidance 
‘Working Together to Safeguard Children’ published in March 2015 sets out 
that the annual report should be published in relation to the preceding 
financial year and should fit with local agencies’ planning, commissioning 
and budget cycles. The report should be submitted to the Chief Executive, 
Mayor, the local police and crime commissioner and the Chair of the Health 
and Wellbeing Board.

5.4 The annual report should provide a rigorous and transparent assessment of 
the performance and effectiveness of local services. It should identify areas 
of weakness, the causes of those weaknesses and the action being taken to 
address them as well as other proposals for action. The report should 
include lessons from reviews undertaken within the reporting period. The 
appended report complies with these requirements.

6. ONE TOWER HAMLETS CONSIDERATIONS

6.1 The report sets out safeguarding issues for children in Tower Hamlets, and 
how the LSCB Partners intend to address them.  This is an important aspect 
of ensuring that all children are appropriately safeguarded at all times are able 
to achieve a good level of wellbeing.  

7. BEST VALUE (BV) IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no BV implications.  



8. SUSTAINABLE ACTION FOR A GREENER ENVIRONMENT

8.1 There are no implications.  

9. RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

9.1 The LSCB maintains a Risk and Issues Register, capturing risks as identified 
by a member agency or the LSCB Independent Chair. The risks, mitigation 
and remedial actions are monitored by the LSCB Chair and Board Members. 

9.2 Risks causing concern are escalated by the LSCB Chair to the Chief 
Executive or senior officer of the relevant agency. The CEO/Head of Paid 
Services is also kept informed of the LSCB risk register through monthly one-
to-one meetings with the LSCB independent chair.

10. CRIME AND DISORDER REDUCTION IMPLICATIONS

10.1 Safeguarding has an important interface with crime and disorder.  Effective 
safeguarding practice means that children and young people will be kept safe 
from harm caused by crime, for example abuse and exploitation.  The report 
sets out how the work of the LSCB links with that of the Community Safety 
Partnership.  

11. SAFEGUARDING IMPLICATIONS

11.1 This report sets out a number of implications for safeguarding and how the 
LSCB intends to address them.
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